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ordered the licensing of the impotent poor to beg, sturdy beggars

to be put in the stocks or whipped, and sent to their native place.

In 1536 beggars returned to their native place were kept at the

public expense, and, if able, made to work.    Alms were to be

collected every Sunday.   In 1547 slavery was made the penalty

for begging, but in 1549

this order was repealed

and  whipping   restored.

In 1551 alms were ordered

to  be  collected  by the

mayor or by the parson

and churchwarden, with

all   possible   persuasion.

In 1563 compulsion was in

sight, for the magistrates

were ordered to assess a

recalcitrant giver.

The second period saw
the attempt of Parliament
to deal with the matter
for the whole nation. Its
Acts were largely experi-
mental, and repressive
rather than preventive.
That of 1572 was very
severe* It included even
the workman on strike for
higher wages, as also the unlicensed strolling player. For the
first offence a vagabond was liable to be whippet! and bored
through the ear, for the second adjudged a felon, and for the
third the penalty was death. In spite of its severity the Act was
at certain times rigorously enforced. In Iho Middlesex sessions
of 1572-5, 44 vagabonds were sentenced to bo branded, 5 to
be hanged, and 8 .set to service. 'Such a case as that of Joan
Wynstone, who was whipped and branded on February 6, on
July 26 saved from hanging by being set to service to her husband,
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